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The Prefect of Police answered:
" In Paris the most complete order reigns ; German
advance guards are reported in the suburbs joining on
to the capital, notably at Pantin and Aubervilliers ; we're
expecting them to-moriow. Assure the Minister that all
bis instructions are being and will be faithfully carried
out."
M. Langeron's words were almost immediately sent on
to M. Mandel and reached him just as he was taking his
place at the council table.
M. Reynaud reported the gist of the conference which
he had just had with Mr. Winston Churchill. General
Weygand reiterated his ultimatum of the day before
in even more emphatic terms. They must ask for an
armistice. News from the army was becoming more and
more alarming.
He struck an attitude and, drawing a paper from his
file, he said gravely, laying stress on his woids:
" Gentlemen, if I say we can wait no longer, it is not
without reason. I have just had a telegram sent from the
Admiralty, from which it appears that serious disturbances
have broken out in Paris, and that Thorez has installed
himself at the Elvsde."
M. Lebrun started. All the members of the Council'
were thunderstruck, except one whose thin lips parted in
a Mephistophelean smile. He did not stop General
Weygand, who insisted ponderously on the importance of
the Parisian riots reported in the telegram. Barely
raising his finger, M. Mandel indicated to the President
that he had something to say:
" The Minister of the Interior has leave to speak."
" I should tike to reassure you, Mr. President, and also
the Commandcr-in-Chiej and the whole body of the Council.
There are no riots in Paris and M. Thorez, Mr. President,
will not sleep in your bed this evening."
General Weygand looked the insolent fellow who dared
to contradict him up and down, but M. Mandel continued :